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Montaigne was born in the Aquitaine region of France, on the family estate ChÃ¢teau de Montaigne, in a
town now called Saint-Michel-de-Montaigne, close to Bordeaux.The family was very wealthy; his
great-grandfather, Ramon Felipe Eyquem, had made a fortune as a herring merchant and had bought the
estate in 1477, thus becoming the Lord of Montaigne.
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